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go forth on their crusade, their own homes may be shining
examples of the new life they are trying to teach and they
may merely be spreading the atmosphere of their own
homes and not trying to teach exotic doctrines of which
they have no personal experience.

In all living species the welfare of her young and her
home is an instinct of the female, and the human species
is no exception. With the male it is less an instinct than
an acquired virtue. All money, therefore, spent on women's
work will bring in a far quicker and greater return than
money spent on men's work, as obviously the exploitation
of a natural instinct is a far easier business than the inculca-
tion of a difficult virtue.

The progress of a country is the progress of its women,
and the foundations of rural reconstruction are girls'
education, Women's Institutes and women's welfare work
of all kinds.1 This much can be stated without fear of
argument or contradiction. When, however, we come to
the details of the actual work to be done, we are at once
in difficulties. Books can be written about the men's side
of rural reconstruction, but so little has been done for the
women that there is very little to say.

II.  EDUCATION  OF GIRLS

The Hartog Report said that in every scheme of extension
priority should be given to girls' education, and let us now
hope that the unique and costly experiment of trying to
uplift and civilize a nation without educating the women is
at last to be abandoned.*

Whatever higher education is given to the select few,
the rank and file in -village and town alike want, in addition
to their reading, writing and arithmetic, some physical

1 Seep. 284 (16).                      2 See pp. 109, 277 (7), 284 (15).